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IPA Statement on the Arrest of Palestinian Pediatrician in Gaza 

 

The International Pediatric Association (IPA) is deeply concerned by the arrest of Dr.  

Hussam Abu Safiya, a pediatrician and the director of Kamal Adwan Hospital, by the Israeli 

army. We highly condemn ongoing violations of the rights and safety of medical 

professionals and children in Gaza. 

 

The IPA takes a stand against the targeting of medical workers, specifically pediatricians,  

whose role is an ultimate importance to ensure care and well-being of children. We indeed  

believe it is not just threatening and endangering the lives of medical professionals but also 

the health, well-being, and even survival of the most vulnerable population: the children. 

 

Children in Gaza are facing unimaginable trauma as they deal with violence, displacement, 

and shortages of basic needs, including access to health care. The occupation of 

pediatricians would worsen the humanitarian crisis already in a critical stage and leave many 

children without the care they urgently need. 

 

We call for the immediate release of Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya and all the unjustly captivated 

medical professionals. We urge pediatric societies around the world to raise their voice and 

distribute this statement widely, raising awareness to all organizations and people across the 

globe so the world would know about this traumatic event. This will put pressure on the  

occupation of Israeli violations in relation to this very critical matter. Our priority is to save 

the children and stand with those who have protected them despite the ongoing conflict. 

 

IPA, as an international organization dedicated to saving children, will do anything to  

protect and support the children, particularly in Gaza, during these challenging times. 

 

IPA stands united with all pediatricians to ensure the well-being of every child, at every  

age, everywhere. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

    
Dr. Naveen Thacker  Dr. Joseph Haddad  Dr. Aman Pulungan  

IPA President        IPA President-elect  IPAExecutive Director  
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Prof. Dr. Gjeorgjina Kuli-

Lito  

President of Albanian 

Pediatric Society 

 
Dra. Magaly Zurita Villazón 

President of Sociedad Boliviana de 

Pediatría 

 

 
Dr. Clóvis Francisco 

Constantino 

President of the Sociedade 

Brasileira de Pediatria 

 

 

 

Bulgarian Pediatric 

Association (BPA) 
 

Dr. Maimian Julien 

President of the Chadian Pediatric 

Association 

 
Dr. Jorge Carrasco 

Valenzuela 

President of Pediatric Chilean 

Society 

 
Dr. Aida Mujkic 

President of the Croatian 

Pediatric Society of 

the Croatian Medical 

Association 

 

 

Dr.Ahmed Younes 

President of Egyptian Pediatric 

Association   
Dr. Hilda Boye 

President of Paediatric 

Society of Ghana 

 
Dr. Ibrahima Sory DIALLO 

Président de l'Association 

Guinéenne de Pédiatrie 

Guinea Republic 

 
Dr. Vasant Khalatkar 

President of India Academy of Pediatrics  
Dr. Piprim Basarah Yanuarso 

President of Indonesian 

Pediatric Society 

 
Dr. Sura Al-Bermani 

President of Iraq Pediatric 

Society 

 
Dr. Basim Al Zoubi 

President of Jordan Pediatric Society 

 
Dr. Syeda Ra’ana Hussain  

National Secretary of Kenya 

Paediatric Association 

 
Dr. Ali Faraj Ali Nassr 

President of Libyan Pediatric 

Society  

 
Dr. Mohamad Ikram Ilias  

President of Malaysia Pediatric Society 

 
Pr Mariam SYLLA 

President of Association 

Malienne de Pediatrie 
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Pr Isselmou Khalifa 

President of Mauritanian 

Pediatric Society 
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President of the Mexican Association of 

Pediatrics 

 

 
Professor Ninel Revenco 

President of Moldavian 

Pediatric Society 

 
Dr. Hassa Afilal 

President of Societe Marocaine de 

Pediatrie (Moroccan Society of Pediatrics) 

 
Dr. Hege Kristiansen 

President of Norwegian 

Pediatric Association 
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President of  

Pediatric Society Palestine 

 

 

Prof. Leyla Namazova-Baranova 

President of The Union of Pediatricians of 

Russia  
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President of Pediatric 

Association of Serbia 

 
Dr med. Nellie Bell  

President of Paediatric 

Association of Sierra Leone 

 
Dr. Alvin Chang 

President of Singapore Paediatric Society 

 
Dr. Fartun Abdullahi Hassan 

Orey 

Presiden of Somali Pediatric 

Association 

 
Han-Suk Kim, MD. PhD. 

Chairman of the Board/CEO 

of The Korean Pediatric 

Society  

 
Dr. Luis Carlos Blesa Baviera 

President of the Spanish Association of 

Pediatrics 

 
Dr. Sahar Idelbi 

President of Syrian Pediatric 

Society 

 
Dr. Pius David Muzzazzi 

President of Pediatric 

Association of Tanzania 

 
Prof. Dr. Ayhan Dagdemir 

President of Turkish National Pediatric 

Society 

 

 
Dr. Jeffrey Goldhagen 

President of International 

Society for Social Pediatrics 

and Child Health (ISSOP) 

 
Dr. Laura Reali 

President of European Confederation of 

Primary Care Pediatricians (ECPCP) 

 

 

Professor Patrick Tounian 

President of  Association des 

Pédiatres de Langue 

Française (APLF) 
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